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Otrap; rocket prior to launch in Zaire: A barrel aimed at 

the countries of Africa? 


Delegate at the U.N. , Andrew Younp;, in mid July, "rave Fast Germany 
the compellinr motive to ret involved in the latest argument over 
power in Shaba. 


"For us Africans" warned the newspaper New Hirer I an , "it is 
a matter of life and death". The American men's magazine Fent house 
found out the Germans don't care about conuuerinm the world. Rather 
the Bundeswehr in conspiracy with the Federal News Service in Zaire, 
is testing cruise missiles and medium ranp;e rockets made in Germany. 


On his trip to Africa in late June, the concerned leaders of 
the black portion of "he earth such as Zimbin President Kaunda , 
informed West German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt: "SomethinR is 

bound to hapren here." Ayair. at home in Bonn, Schmidt consulted 
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with his cabinet about what tin’ Government could do against t tie 
German Company ''orbital transport -and Haketen-AG" (Otrag). 

Scarcely had the Chancellor reported t tie suspicion o r the Afrlcana 
concerning t tie rocket venture In t ho bunhlnnd, when t he Secretary 
of State In the State Pepartmont , Klaus von Pohnnnyl, asked leave 
to apeak. 

He called for Prntonlnn action: In spite of fret* foreign 

trade, the Federal Government must, tie said, put a total export 
embargo on the operation. The hero of the Mogadisho mission, 
Hana-Jflrpen Wischnewski, recommended that "an unflinching man" 
should look to t tie right In Africa and force Pa Ire head of st ate 
Mobutu Peso Erko to take action. 

Put t tie debate was adjourned right away. Helmut Schmidt 
appointed his Minister for Economic Affairs, Otto Graf l.nmbsdorff, 
to list ir. n cabinet report all of t tie posslblltles with which t tie 
German rocket company might be stopped. Foreign Minister Hans- 
Pietrich Genscher summed It ur: "The foreign policy damage is so 

great, that In any case something must he done." 

Quite true. Never before lias n private small German company 
got the official foreign policy in such a mess as Otrag, has new 
done. The company, located in Stuttgart and Neu-Tsenburg, which 
tests rockets in the eastern Pa Ire province of Shaba in a territory / 
the sire of Kant Germany, Intends 1 n the near future to launch sat- 
ellites Into outer space for developing countries - and possibly 
not lust this. 

For In the lease between the Republic of Pa ire and Otrag, 
President Mobutu Sese Seko st lpulated that tie West German Rocket 
Manufacturer may use the lease "territory for purposes of launching 
missiles Into the a 1 r and outer space, no ma tte r w hat j lnd 
of eon struct ton, in particularly booster rockets, without any re- 
st ri ct ions" . 



1 





UK Ki INAL PACK LS 
OF PtH)R DUALITY 


The word "peaceful” doe3 not appear In the 16-par.e contract. 
In their colony, the Germans can do and let do as they please. 


The International Peace Research Institute, Sipri, in 
Stockholm, has already warned that Otrag is promoting "in this 
way the spread of militarily useful rocket technology as well". 


For reconnaissance satellites launched Into orbit with Otrag 
rockets will promote not only the prestige of the nations to whom 
the Otrag sellers offer their means of space transport. They create 
new military ambition and affect the heretofore monopoly of the 
super powers which for the time being st.111 reserve for themselves 
the launching of military satellites. 
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Assembly ofOtrag rocket: Experience from the 

National Socialist Era. 


Countries such as Zaire, Brazil, Sri Lanka or Indonesia, 

Otrag announces that it will link them with the technological /$U 
knowhow of the industrial nations. No wonder that in the neigh- 
boring country of Zaire this wakes memories of World War II German 
Rocket Weapons, the manufacturers of which first opened the inter- 
national space age. 


„„ . _ , .. ... 4 n .. . „ OK1G1NAL PAGE It 

He is Doing it Like we rid in reenemfJnde " ^ QUALITY 

Likewise the German rocket architects at Teenemilnde and at 
itie secret test facility Trauen (in the Lttneborg Heath) did not, 
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from the outset In 193* linger long with the problem of whether 
a rocket designed for peaceful purpose a could alno he used for 
military ends. Above all, they were concerned with mastering, the 
technique. 

Before and after the v*r, the rocket experts Wernher von 
Braun, Kurt rebus, Fupene Bflnger, Irene Bredt and Wolfgang r 1 1 s* 
did not make any bones about the Pact that rockets can be used 
not only for the peaceful conquest of space. Von Braun and col- 
leagues developed the V.' at Teenemflnde to destroy London. Tt was 
BMnger’s "secret commando affair" to real ire the design of a strat- 
ospherlc glide bomber with which "from a point of attack in Central 
Furope an individual person can be shot on the other side of the 
earth" - specifically, BNnger was thinking, in New York. Both 
weapons systems were the forerunners of the modern UB cruise 
miaslle. Jet-propelled warheads which can detonate v ! t h pinpoint 
accuracy at a pre-programmed target. 

Otrag head Luts Kayner, 39, sees himself in tills Herman tra- 
dition. This certified engineer Is a pupil of BNnger and a close 
friend of Wolfgand Pils. Tills new generation design engineer also 
has business ties with Kurt Debus, until 1 97^ bead of the NABA 
John K. Kennedy Bpace Center in America, and with fuel expert Irene 
Bredt . 


What’s more, K.iyser’s fnire project is making use of experience 
once collected by hir models, teachers and accomplices lr. the Nat- 
ional Socialist era. 

In May 19^, the PeenemHnde engineers wanted to mass produce 
"Project Waterfall". Tn the opinion of experts, this war. t he 
"beat Herman antiaircraft rocket". The projectile resembled the 
VC and during the testing phase it snatched Allied bombers from 
the sky. Co-designer Wolfgang I'ilr recollects: "The Kayser rocket 

Is Project Waterfall. He is doing like we did In PeenemHnde. " 
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...to happen”: Otrag denounciation in German 

Socialist Unity Tarty Newspaper 
Neues Deutschland 
DJew Germany] 


With his nropellant experiments he is risking; his father's house . 

The trio continued the Waterfall Troject in France and for 
the first French rocket "Veronique” they experimented with nitric 
acid and heating oil as fuel. In 195^, SMnger, who in the meantime 
had marrie- Irene Bredt, returned to Germany. In Stuttgart, he 
was helped by 2 7 companies and Palmler-Benz director Bruno Eckert 


to found the Institute for Jet Fropulsion Physics - the design 
office where the Waterfall Projectile was further developed. 


Three years later, in a "Study Group for Rocket Techniques 
and Space Travel" at Stuttgart University, Sflnger became a teacher 
of 17 year old high school student Lutz Kayser. At that time, the 
young student Kayser also began a friendship lasting several years 
with Wolfgang Pilz. "With his propellant experiments," reported 
Pilz, "Lutz was risking his father's hojse, everything was burned 
black." His father, chairman of Sfldzucker AG, helped his son move 
into a quarry. 


There Sflnger's pupil, together with friends, tested rocket 
boosters on his own test stand - a stone's throw from a factory 
owned by Stidzucher AG, which was burned to ashes in jl million- /56 
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German V2 Pocket*: F lrst 


step into the space ap-e 


dollar fire in 1967. 


S#n*er, who had fourht « 1 

construction of « rocket test ,ta"nd T b “«e for the 

n the meantime was hlmselr buiidm, " *' pold " hau '«n in Baden, 
hasaar paid Sing.r joo.ooo * ~ eUt « *l««here: In Egypt. 

°“nd a company Intra-Handels-Omblf rr °* etl,er wllh P11 c. to 
ethnology, to bring Protect Waterfa’l * Lt<5 ‘' f ° r e)I Bortln ( 

cornerstone for Pgyptlan rocket N11 * »"< to lay the 

-- :z\t 1 the 

studies (an example: "Hadiat- r* profe ‘>«o r continued his 

Pellants and Weapons Radiation'-) nntr " Pa ^»tlon Pro- 

; untn hlE death in 1 96*. 





Rocket reair.ner ."Sneer (r)*: 
Waterfall brought to the *.'Ue 
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%wr'. comr anion Nit. official director of the Pevrtlan 

.WO. 1 , 

* ‘ . ’ ,h,,t ” <> ,nt ' nd '“’ " invert the Waterfall 

. laa.le tnto a three-ataee arace rocket. Put the Taraclle were 

of another opinion. "rile bum weapon, which wtl, be uaed only 
' ov 

laraol, Pecret Service aent Pile , naokaae by rail, '.■hen oroned 
“"i*"*" Ij'onated and HI:-, aecretary wae blinded. 

At that t late o t he aeeond rocket .tape wae -flnlah-d and 

thelr'rlck ’ "T I”' ^ ^ **' ,n «» "eyrtlan, Irorred 

' > 

almnl^th^ P b " Bl ' ^ Ma F ‘‘ yPt, " n •* developed a 

” rocket (accord 1*.- to Plir, - the Pl „„, 

' ■ ' ret lov.lopm.nt") „ 

a udv to the .ed.ro 1 (lovernnen, when the European, were up 

rl-na for their own arace ro<*et. In the late 106r'r. 

,c veara after hla enrlncer exan, tutr Kayaer founded —ocb- 

.Ltd. 

• i .tp.. it> of bupineji}’ ob1ec*tlv#p> vutx 

. „ ' niu? cofr.rnnv: "Pevelor*i<»m- 

t.chnioal 

" ' ' ' f apae. t.chi . . n 

rplant technology , elect . 

at tc control technology, optic, optoelectronic, environment v' 

' • . cement 

• c no.cv coercion reaearch, medical technology, aurface e'i nl , Hr . 
react on kinetic, laaer.^ material, , fluid control techroloey Z; * 

ecanlcal reaearch and conaultlnn for third rarttea In there and 
■ r • a ' p d chnoloirlcp.l nrefig”. 
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^ rlendly Advice _ from an Old fol lparuc 

Kayser has about 35 employees working under him In Stuttgart. 
Twenty-five percent of the company Is owned by Kayser' s brother 
Vanfred, who 4 s employed full time ar. manager at the Llndau plant 
of the Oerman Aeronautics, fpace and Weapons fomnnny Hornier. 

Hornier, In turn, on behalf of the Bundeowehr, la developing 
smrll cruise missiles for reconnalsance , antiaircraft and for 
attacklnp enemy positions. Naturally, this Is not beinr done In 
Mndau. Asked about overdue testlnv, Hornier spokesman Rolf r . 

Christ answered; "Our problem Is, we don’t have a test * , anre." 

The blp; moment for the Kayser Company came In 1971, when the 
Bonn Research Department granted 3. r 7 million marks for the devel- / r >7 
opement of the Kayser Tower Riant. Tt was tested on the test stand 
of the Oerrn&n Research and Test Center for Aeronautics and Space 
Travel (HFVI.P). Test director Armln Hadleu, the former personal 
deputy of Hermann nBrlnm for mineral deposit research In Austria 
and eeojlonal head of St.yria, brought In an old collearue for his 
opinion: Wolfran«» Pile.. Tn the meantime. In f’s tract home In 

Nellinren near Stuttpart, Tile had lonr rendered over the idea of 
fuellnr rocket engines with commercial diesel oil and nitric acid 
Instead of with expensive special fuels. Tt was no wonder that 
File’s opinion of the Kn\ser nlan turned out positive. Kayser 
uses the same principle, even If It claims that It Is their own 
Invention (see box, pace C?). 

The P^VI.R testers, In their final report of July 71. 1 975, 
came to the conclusion that the "technical concert" is "f undamen - 
tally feasible". 

Kayser’s application for a Federal Bond rf over 300 million 
marks was nevertheless shelved in Ponn. The civil servants In the 
Be nn Ministry of Research had cheeked over the allegedly inexpensive 
pro.lect and "came up with disastrous figures," according to their 
’'ormer chief, Hans MatthBfer. 
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In the meant Ime, on Oct ober f *1n» «' lllevtblel 19 , the 

rocket inventor had founded Ptray with which Kavier's research 
^ t n»t t np-n were to be turned tnto technical reality and money. It; 
thrtr capacity as Vrent tees" for t he Nayaer shop, ’ ''VP' Institute 
director Thro Peters, A tom to physicist at the t’nlverattv of fttuttvart 
1 1 v Inc t m t lie N’elltneer tr.net home of his friend VII , Mndenst r.nbo 
l.'l, end the widow Irene Jttlnver-I'redt - one "the most Important re- 
searchers In the world" according to "Welt am , "omits*" published 
by ;tpr Inver - slotted o.i behalf of the compsny. 

The $Nn*er croup cot Ve^nemonde expert Kurt Prints t o serve 
aa their chairman of the board. He had returned to norms ny after 
retirement nt Cape Canaveral, 

The company set tip by Kavser would not have tnicceed* d If 
hlrhlv talented profess tonal s had not cove to work for h m from 
other ,toba. 

How one catt turtt Ideas tnto capital and cash had already been 
nueoesafull\ shown h\ co- founders Werner Will \r,d Walter Kuffr.er, 
both businessmen, Will was previously chairman of Atlantis Airlines 
which went bankrupt, and Kuffner was director of the Munich ICC 
Hank . 


Will, In 1 :rn, from the dnvs of successful 1 r u sset ion; f» •• 
Atlantis, had contact with Munich CPA it to Cchrelber, whose It 
volvement wna to prove to he extremely beneficial for the future 
destiny of Otrnc. ('nee he recruited the first Investors for Ctrao 
with his "CVM Control "‘retihand MHnchen flmbll" r Control rust Munlchl 
once h.r* checked Ctrac’a hooks end balances w’th hts Rlnv-’ reuhanl 
Crnnll |Htnc "’rust Itdl, t hen he showed ur It. sire as "employee, 
author! ed represent at l vc and financial consultant" of the company. 

Cn the basis of their Atlantis experiences. Will and 01 ray 
employee Cchrelher knew how to attract excess money from the rocket 





of ble earners by means of substantial depreciation blessings of 
tho TR.“, under a very reliable rover: "w e are not making a limited 

partnership, but a rorpornMon. Tt is lust a little more credible" 
(Will ). 

The two-man corporation Ot rar - at present, Knyser hold "*J 
percent and the Vrankfurt shipping agent Carl Fberhard Press 
percent - therefore provided itself with an "01 rac silent partner", 
whose members, according to contract, were allowed to invest up to 
100 million marks. For their Investment., thanks to a fortunate 
decree of the Of fenbach-I.and TR. r ’, cashed in on a tax relief of 
up to VP percent because thev were supplying technology to the 
African bush. 

" ' : Soldi o>* , Mot n* • ■■ • • • Means" 

The duo o r Will and "chreiber had still another acquaintance 
from their days together at Atlantis: Fred Weynar, a first class 

international financier who, like Kuffner, had also managed TO.*' 
BanKS for money magician Pernie Cornfeld, 


Touched for money hv the moneymakers, We y mar was not liquid 
right then, but he was helpful. At first asking "what do T have 
to do with rockets," he let Knyser explain the profit prospects to 
hint and then he knew immediately what to do. For the manaper boasts 
ef his friendship with the richest black in Africa, Mobutu I'ese Poko. 




hi 


Tn the autumn of 1979, Wcymar went on behalf of Knyser to see 
his friend - to whom he had already previously Introduced another 
friend, the CPU party chairman ’Van" Josef Ptraus - nnd "Mobutu 
had nothing against It" (Weymar). Tie former Frankfurt, resident , 
who now .lets on business from his villa In Monaco to l.ondon, Munich 
or Kinshasa, and who also staged the television spectacular be- 
tween Mohammad All and George Foreman In 7 a 1 r e for the greater fame 
of Mobutu, introduced I.ut :* Kayser to the Congo Potentate on Nov- 
ember 10, 197 f. 










Fix days later the preliminaries won 1 already taken care of. 
Otrng submitted to the President’s Office In Kinshasa the first 
draft of a treaty which - to the pride of board chairman Pebus - 
Is almost an exact copy of the treaty with which the United Ftatea 
annexed the fanal Tone 'Yom Panama In ld(H. On March P6, 197b, / r " t? 

presidential advisor Bokana W*ondangela and Kayser signed the doc- 
ument lr. Kinshasa. 

Contents: Mobutu cedes to the white entrepreneurs four per- 

cent of his state territory for actually unrestricted use. In 
return, Otrag pays him an annual lease f 5 million Zaires (which 
converts to 62, R million marks), the term of payment for which 
Mobutu has extended for his Herman friends, naturally without Inter- 
est, until that point In time when the first commercial booster 
rocket is successfully launched. 

The text of the treaty (see box) was r lr?t made known after 
a Zaire opposition croup stole the document from the !’nlre Kmbnssy 
In Bonn. 

With the assumption of power In their colony, right next to 
t he border to neighboring r 'an7.anl a and Zambia , the Kayser devotees 
were Immediately able to get around several hurdles. According to 
the 19f r i German treaties, Germans are forbidden to produce militarily 
usable rockets or rocket power plants on \\est German territory. 

Flnce anyway a suitable launch location could not be found In 
densely populated West Germany, the new rennemttnde generation 
originally wanted to launch their rocket from launching ships. But 
there was an insurmountable problem: The UN convention, which stip- 

ulates that everything, launched Into space must tear the national 
emblem. Bonn did not want to lend the eagle to this protect . 

The colonial treaty with Mobutu, which also stipulated that 
the Otrag rocket s show the coat of arms of Zaire proved, of course, 
to be other than pregnant with profit: The responsible TRF office 
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Jn Of fcnbach-I.and decided that t he lea.-e paid by Kaysep for !lt> 
protect orata, although extended without Interest by Vehutu, could 
b* credited to t hr Pt rar Investors as a tax loss in the Amount of 
V 5 million marks annually. 

Ttu' Isolated decision, which extreme tv promoted the growth of 
Otrag, wap taken by the head of t tie Pf**enbaeh-I and IH:' office, 
Relnhard Heck - "without [word lllegiblel of existing admlnlrt rot 1\ 
regulations And tn spite of doubt ful legal principles," ms Inter 
denounced by t tie prestdtng finance ministry Ip Wlepbadeu, 

but ApprovAtP granted bv An TRP offtce are binding, even ■ f 
they come Into force "tti the face of disregarded re pula t 1 ona" 
vVtnlPtry bpokesman , Vrtt Wicket', 


'rm' of all Taxes" 

Rrorn t he treat) bet w een alre ati d P trag 

Pti March >, to?( t t hr Republic of nlre and. Ptr.r signed » 
"treaty concerning t tie unrestricted use of a territory" tn Africa 
in force tint 1 1 tin* end of t he year .'OOP, 

K xt pact : 

The t erm unreal r.ict ed use tncludea any activities involving 
t tie surface of ttie ground, such as, among ot tier things, the r. "oval 
and building up of elevated arena (moundp, tillltopp, etc, '.con- 
struction ef undergrontid cavtttes, est ah t aliment of k ten surface:-, 
of any sort etc.; the construction of airports and all structures 
associated with them; the construction of structures above and be- 
low ground (no matter what kind.' Alton o other t htn.gs . .-un chine plat 
forms , energy plants , observation and. -.eanurener.t st a.t ion:-. , re-.ot e 
cont rol and radar facilities, product Ion operation:- of tt-.e sort'. 


"he state expressly grants to Pt rac without rest rlct Ion t t-.e 
right to take all measures which Ptrae considers necessary in excer 
si. inc unrestricted right of r.t i t i it ion tn the territory. tie 

17 







LI I I I 1-1., I , It: , L*i 


territory Is duty-free territory. Otrar, Its executive body, Its 
employees of other than Zaire nationality anti their dependents are 
free of all taxes of t lie state, no matter what kind, Otrar, Its 
employees and their dependents en.loy tmmunltv from anv lepal pro- 
secution In the state with resrect to actions performed by them In 
the execution of their duties assumed from ('trap durinp their stay 
In the state and thereafter. 

The State has to permanently close off the nlr space over the 
territory to nlr traffic, Otrar retains the ripht to lay out air- 
ports of Its own selection at locations In the territory to he 
determined by Otrar and to operate them with all of the pertinent 
provisions. Otrar has to ripht to operate communlcat Ion anil rndar 
facilities. In particular by means of communlcat Ion satellites. 

Only those persons mnv stay In the territory who have express 
permission to do so from Otrar. m he State Is obliged at the request 
of Otrap to evacuate all other persons from the territory and keep 
them away from It. No observations, whether In picture, sound or 
writlnp, may he made In the territory without the consent of Ctrap. 

Otrar bears no responsibility for environmental damages re- 
sult lnr from the manufacture and lnunchinp of missiles Into air 
space or outer space. So far as damape to life, health, property 
and possessions of humans come Into consideration Otrar Is committed 
to take out liability Insurance for tills. With the first operation- 
al booster rockets, Otrar Is committed to launch an experimental 
reconnal sance satellite Into space for the State at no cost . 

Otrar is lntltled to exclusive use of the territory until the 
end of the year P000. This rlrht, on whatever leral rroundr, can- 
not be withdrawn hy the State. 
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Key: a. Otrag rocket teat site 

t). Pocket launching rad 
c. Sire comparison with West Germany 


Since 1977 - as agreed bv the company with the Hessian Vinlstry 
of Finance - Otrag clients ha\e no longer been allowed to take ad- 
vantage of the fictitious lease Interest rates fir tax purposes. 

Put the Otrag financiers know how to help themselves: To let the 
tax monies flow farther, lust then they want to "increase the tech- 
nical expenditure for research and development". /99 

The winner In the transaction was and Is Otrag. The loser Is 
the State Treasury - and director Hock. In the words of Hesse 
Minister President llolger Bflrner : "We have seen to It that he has 

been dismissed." 

The alert Instinct for private earning opportunities and the 
sleepiness of the bureaucracy allow Kayser’s tax rocket to roar 
further Into the blue without stabiliser and without altimeter. 

And occasionally the Ministries In Ponn provide help - sometimes 
accidentally, sometimes out of stupidity. 

So Foreign Minister Hans-Dletrlch Genseher did nothing to 
divert the forseeable foreign policy anger because of the Kayser 
project In '"alre. On the contrary, lie bestowed an additional 


10 



Otrac Promoters Mobutu and Weymar 
Financier of the Top Fank. 


consecration on the rocket croup when exactly on the day of the 
first rocket launching, on May 17, 1977, he paid an official visit 
to Zaire and the test province Shaba. 


It also turned out to be thoroughly beneficial for Otra? that 
a substantial equipment plant was found immediately - construction 
equipment and aircraft - which is indispensable for the logistics 
of the enterprise. From the West German Landesbank, Kayser was 
able to acquire the construction firm Stewerinr: and Son from bank- 
ruptcy stocks - together with a lucrative contract that the Bonn 
Ministry of Development had already granted to the Zaire Concrete 
Works several years earlier. When ownership changed, Stewerinr 
was involved in lavinp; a bridge over Lukura Fiver for ten million 
marks from the federal budpet. This structure extended into Kayser /£( 
territory exactly at the northern border. 


At the same time, at a British Air Force auction, Kayser ac 
quired discarded flight eauipment, two Hawker Siddeley "Argosy” 
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Rocket Builders von Braun and Pebu 
Hifch polish brochure for Otrar. 
(Taken In 1971 with Apollo Astronaut Dave 
In the control room of the American ?pac 
at Cape Kennedy.) 


Otrar Transport Planes on the Companies own 
airport In Zaire: Ardennes ham for Lubumbashi 
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has the provisions for his resturant (specialty: Ardennes Ham) 
flown in with his airplane - and the supplies for Otrng, 


Always when the pilots of the thundering boxcars shuttling 
between Talre and Pavarie show up In Munlch-Rion after each 18- 
hour flight, there Is, reports one pilot., "alarm amour us. They have 
absolutely no landing rights". 


Hut they alwayr come on down, three times In the last three 
months, and then load up - without export approval, according to 
research hv the Ministry of Economics - rocket parts which Kayser 
has either assembled In his own workshop or buys elsewhere: For 

example, from KrurrKthe specially welded bodies) or Bo set (the 
automobile windshield wlrer motors, which are used for valve control 
mechanisms ) . 


The more often Knvser of course launches h* rockets - during 
the third test In June, the rocket plummeted like a rock back to 
earth after traveling a few meters - the more Important a new pro- 
ject becomes to him. He needs tils own large factory, because he 
must assemble hundreds of individual modules for operat’onal rockets. 

He already knows how he will manage this: With the help of 

the taxpayer. The factory will be located either In zonal border 
territory or In other poor regions of West Germany where the Treasury 
dispenses subsidies for new .lots. Hard negotiations for public money 
have already been carried out with the Hesslschen Landeaent wlcklungs- 
and Treuhandgesel) schaft (HI.T) [Hessian State Fevelopment and Trust 
Company 1 for a factory in Kassel. Recently, Premen has also been 
under discussion whore the aviation concern VFK Fokker Is fighting 
for Its existence. And whenever obstnr’es arise, Kayeer grabs for 
a proved means of applying pressure: He threatens to emigrate to 

France. Weeks ago, Kayser set up an Otrag grant in Paris on elegant 
Avenue Foch. 

At home, his second stockholder , the Frankfurt Shipping Agent 
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Carl Fberhnrd Press, Ip helpful! y .it hand. Press, nronc ether 
thlnps , boss of Peupro-Bpedlt Ion f Peupro Sh ipplnp ’ , which In 
January 1 Q 7 B acquired the Berlin aldewalk newspaper "Per Abend", 
tp also Involved with 1." million mirk p ip a relent rartner w 1 1 1» 
Kayer, alone with hip twenty six percent share of Otrap cnpltnl 
p t oc k . 


....... . • , Ul .. ■■■ • • • . • 

For Braun A(1 of Frankfurt and ttp parent company, the US con- 
cern aillette, which, besides rncorblndes , also manufactures elec- 
tronic equipment, Braun chnlrmn? and member of the Otrap supervisory 
hoard Albrecht Schultr observes the course of business. Hflkplves 
the air of be Inc. euphoric: "Knyser has accomplished what Peenemflnde 

failed to accomplish. Now we must clarify which industry Is In- 
volved with a consort lum” . 


Otrap will also pet help from Ho If Huhn , \ friend of t'ebus, 
who has the top .lob at the Frankfurt brand: of the distinguished 
Munich bank inc house Merck, T,, lnck t Co. A*. Ruhr's Initiative, 
contacts were arranged with a powerful concern. "he Munich aero^ 
nautlcs, aerospace and weapon making company, 'Vsserschm ! t t-RB 1 kow- 
Plohm (MRB) which now - according to Pebus - Is carrying on an 
"exchange of experts” with Otrap, even If the company mannpement 
still turns up Its nose at Kayser'a cheap rockets. 


Otrnp has also received friendly gestures from other quarters 
Wernher von Braun wrote a hiphly polished bi 'chure for his col- 
league of the Feenemflnde and Care Canaveral years, Kurt Pebus, et.- 
t It led "How Bat e rtl t es can Help Peveloplnp Countries”. The Bonn 
Ministry of Research p ranted Kayser’s co-pany "t eehnolopy research 
one million marks between lQ7k and 1^76 for a pro.iect calles "de- 
velopment of a binary system for orbit and rosltlon control of... 
satellites". * 


»• 


"h,e United States Sabre Foundat ion In Santa i^jrbara , California, 
published by Pebus an "Farthport rro.iect" and wroCT* letters of 





to the povernments of Liberia, Indonesia, Tlerrn Leone, Panama 
and the Inland state of Nauru (Pacific). Vest of the countries 
responded favorably: They would be willing to provide open ter- 

ritory for rocket launchlnrs. Kayser himself negotiated with Sri 


Lanka, Indonesia and Prarll for possible alternative quarters, .lust 
In case he should ever have to rive up hlr Conpo Reservation. 

The Arab Leapue, reports Debus wants to buy one of the first 
Otrap missiles to lift a communications satellite Into space. 

Studies are In prorress on the satellite, which Is named Arcomsat 
(Arab Communications Satellite) - on behalf of and funded by the 
Bonn Research Department - at the following companies: AEG Packnanr 

(1.02 million marks), AEO Ulm (0.?M, Dornler (0.61), MPB (1.81* and 
1.79) and Siemens (0.12). 



Aborted Otrap Launch in June 1978: After liftoff 

sideways into the bush 





No matter if an operational Otrag prolectile is ever blasted 
into the skies, no matter for what purpose Kayser may use his 
colony in 7aire - the organizers will come out all right in any 

CrtSC. 


Kayser companion Werner Will, for example, sold hi„ Otrag 
footing at five times the nrice (2,5 million marks) to Kayser 
and in a consultant contract guaranteed himself "twenty percent 
of everything that comes out of Otrag", 

"Cf Course, Everything can be Misused for Nil itary Purposes . " 

And Otrag chief Kayser has received consultant advice from 
SMnger's friend Armin Dadieu both in the form of official expert 
reports and also on private matters, namely the TeenemUnde fur- 
ther development of Project Waterfall. District chief Dadieu re- 
ceived 200 million marks. 

On top of this, Kayser sold his knov.’how to Otrag, and thus 
in large part to himself, for a special price of 150 million marks. 
Twenty five million of this the company paid to the boss in cash. 
The payment of the remainder is extend' *. against 5 percent interest 
as a loan, which the silent partners, who so far have underwritten 
95 million marks, can in turn show to the Treasury as a loss in 
their tax returns. This has been so stipulated by the Offenbach- 
Land IRS office. 

Bonn has to support the political costs of the Kayser oper- 
ations. Otrag candidly advertises in its sky blue brochures with 
the construction of a ballistic rocket which in no way is Intended 
tc circle the earth, but will have a range of "1000 kilometers" 
with a carrying capacity of "5000 kilograms". 

If asked about the usability of his invention for military 
purposes, Kayser bluntly that ’bf course, everything can be misused 
for military nurposes". 
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rebun openly flnuntn the fact that "with thin rocket Germany 
won hi be a world leader". 

And Mobutu's friend Weymar la openly offering the 7a Ire 
property for a high price: "Tf others need a firing range - our 

site *s unique. There Ip noth Inc; ltke It In the entire N'ato re- 
gion." 

With such forward publicity It wan Inevitable that t tie polt- 
t leal powern would [word Illegible]. Since last autumn, t tie 
Soviets have been protesting the "active rocket ambltlona of the 
West German Oeneral Staff and of the largest Wept German concerns 
of the military Industrial complex". 

In order to mollify the Kremlin Chief, lti t he week before the 
arrival of Leonid Preschnews In Ponn on April 77, 1978, Chancellor 
Helmut Schmidt signed the "Ibth order to amend the export register". 
Since this "Lex Otrag" , as Kayser cal la It, was passed, every rocket 
shipment , every export of Individual parts must be approved. 

For tin* Chancellor ' p office and the foreign office even thta 
Is too little: They are pushing for a total export ban for drag, 

which can be Imposed as per paragraph 7 of the Foreign Trade Law /(»> 
If there Ip any fear that economic activities might 'bonsiderably 
Interfere wltn" foreign policy Interests of the Federal Republic. 

For legal reasons, however , the Department of Commerce raiser, ob- 
jections to such a verdict. 

Tn the meantime, tin* Stuttgart Company has pressed the slug- 
gish process for export approval In Ponn through a Frankfurt firm 
of attorneys, the most prominent partner of which Is former CPU 
Chancellor candidate Rainer Parrel. 

The Point Government 1 s t oo Cowardly 

For Zaire's neighbor Angola, the measures take: by the Federal 
Government so far are not sufficient. The left regime refuses to 




carry out the overdue amabassador exchange with Bonn as lonr ns 
the West Herman rocket manufacturers continue their mischief In 
Zaire. 


For months, Bonn diplomats have been negot lat lnr* so far In 
vain, with Mobutu over n government agreement In which rntre would 
be obliged to keep the activities of Otrar under control. As n 
precaution, the Chancellor warned the French President Valery 
discard d'Estaing and Bra r. 1 1 President Ernesto Helsel against 
helping. Kayser In case he should emigrate from West Germany. Com- 
plains Kavser: ’'The Bonn Government Is too cowardly." 

And yet,, the political complications may yet turn out to he 
a blessing for Kayser. Should the politicians In Bonn or Kinshasa 
take away the basis for his controversial rocket business, then he 
can explain to his Investors, If the millions turn to dust, that 
the successful countdown was prevented not by a lack of efficiency, 
but by political scheming. 

Then the rocket millionaire can set out on new projects, this 
time not above the ground, but below It. A short time ago, Bonn's 
then Minister of Research Matthflfer credited him with 7614, 0(>8 marks 
In tax money for studies on high pressure gasification of coal. 

One consolation for his financiers, who would then be left 
peering In vain down the tubes of Otrar, rockets, could be Kayser's 
lnexaustlble confidence: "We are thinklnr of exploiting under- 

rround resources. The results are supposed to be uranium on our 
rocket site." 

The Treasury Is spend lnr tax money, you know, for prospecting 
for and mining the atomic metal. 
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The Kayser Rock et In t ho O pini on o r the Kx ports 

Prom about 1980 onward, promised the Stuttgart engineer lute 
Kayser three years ago, he would control "the entire comm err 1 a 1 
market for geostat lonary satellites" - with his pioneer lnr. Invention, 
t lie Kayser Inexpensive rocket. 

What he had In mind here was a kind of "ugly duckling" for 
space: Plain and Inexpensive parts throughout, where other rockets 

have shiny chrome , 

Instead of costly, honeycomb-reinforced llpht metal alloys, 
for example, which form the outer skin of U.M. rockets, simple 
nickel steel pipes, welded together pipeline fashion, will form 
the body of the rocket (and at the same time the fuel tanks). 

The bundling principle, which of course has already been used 
by Wernher von Rrnun for the U,S. moon rockets and by the’ Soviets 
t’er their Wostok series (TO and more Identical power plants! Is 
raised to the level of destpn philosophy In the Kn.vser concept : 

.’In steel tanks and power plants are supposed to form t lie first 
stage, another lb power plants each for the second and third stages 
of the planned Kayser rocket . 

Tn this way, the monster Indeed reaches a launching weight 
of about 1000 tons, double that of conventional rockets of com- 
parable pay load. But nevertheless, Kayser promises a reduction 
In launching costs to about one fifth the usual costs - precisely 
because everything Is technically so simple: 

- Instead of guiding the rocket by electronically controlled 
swiveling of the power plants, Kayser’s Inexpensive pro.leetlle 
Is simply guided by turning on or off certain groups of the some 
100 Individual power plants as required. 
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- The opening and e losing of the power pi nut valves In done In 
the simplest manner - with million times tested automobile wind- 
shield wiper motors. 

- An low cost fuel, n mixture of simple diesel oil and nitric 
acid In supposed to he used - this, too, Is said to he a breakthrough 
In rocket technology. 


"A class of flat beer against a brewery,” Is now the stake In 
a bet made In 197^ by filesen rocket professor Horst I f*h "that this 
rocket will never fly". For "economic and rolltlcal reasons" alone, 
according to l£b, the pro.lectlle In Its planned form will never 
raise Itself In the skies. 


But In fact. It Is not merely a question of It ever being able 
to fly. The decisive questions are when It will fly, how reliable 
It will be and how much It will cost 7 


"Tn principle," paraphrases the Berlin professor for aero- 
nautical engineering Hans-Helnr Koello, "by mentis of rockets one 
can actually bring everything to fly, even barn doors." 


To be sure, the question of whether t he promised Kay: er rocket 
Is truly revolutionary from a technical standpoint and, above all, 
whether It makes sense technically and economically , have been 
answered with extreme skepticism so far by noted West (lernnn rocket 
experts . 


"Mr. Kayser," states a report of the aeronautics and aero- 
space concern Vesserschmidt -B^lkow-Plohm "wants to conquer 

the future with a concept of the past - a futile attempt both 
technically and economically." 


In particular, the Fhlkow technicians objected to the following: 
"costs cut In one place (for example, power plants! will add to the 
costa for another part of the rocket (bundling together Pl6 power 
plants)." It has been a "known fact for decades" that diesel oil 
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